The CHMLC Peios

The Canterbury Mineral & Lapidary Club Inc
Petwgletter for August 2009

President— Scott Hardwick................. Phone 3289322
Treasurer — Lynda Alexander............... Phone 3476393
Secretary— Don Stanley..................... Phone 3588299

Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042
E-Mail: cmiclub@chch.planet.co.nz

Web site: www.cmiclub.org.nz

Meetings Venue & Club Rooms:

110 Waltham Road, Waltham, Christchurch

7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month

2 From February to November

“Geology is a capital science to begin with, asiiequires nothing but
a little reading, thinking and hammering.” Charles Darwin, 1835.

NEXT -

Micro Mineral Meeting: Wednesday 5th August 2009 af7.30 PM
Annual General Meeting: Thursday, 13th August 2009at 7.30 PM
Field Trip: Saturday 15th Workshops & Collections

Website to check out this month:
http://www.otago.ac.nz/geology/research/palaeontglmleontology.html

Monthly Competition Results for July
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Monthly Competition for August

Slab polished Brazilian agate

Large crystal cluster

Leaf fossils.

Juniors: 3 tumbled Birdlings Flat agates

Auction—Bill Graham is to provide material for this montigction.

Speaker—Craig McGregor is to talk about his Australian asdventure with a different perspective
to David & Vince.

Donation Box. Please bring in a gold coin donafathe club at the regular general meetings so we
can raise funds for the building repairs. A roagtimation of $1500 was suggested as the amount
necessary for that purpose. Last month the amaisgd was $50, so we are off to a good start, long
may it continue. Thanks to all who donated.

What sort of display does the club wish to havetlierKen Allen trophy at the Blenheim National

Show in October. Think about it hard as time isning out. Offer suggestions and help at the Augus
General Meeting.

Owen has finally revealed the workshop/collectionfor viewing as the August field trip, on

Saturday 15" as follows: John Taylor (424 Mairehau Rd, Parklared<.0.00am, Don McLauchlan

(1a Circuit St, Merivale) at 11.30am, Yvonne Macker(4 Gleneagles Tce, Fendalton) at 1.30pm, and
finishing with Jenny Grundy (8a Lascelles St, Stfitg) at 3.00pm. Remember that these members



are opening their homes and workshops to us. i$ligreat opportunity to see some amazing
collections, so please make the effort, these mesrimeve.
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Job Roles within the Club
PreSident... ... e Scott Hardwick
(=T L0 (=] PP Lynda Alexande
T=Tel (<] 2 1o AU UEPRIRR Don Stanley
Newsletter EdItOr. .. ... ..o e Don &tnley
Immediate Past President........ ... e er Grant
SBMION VP et e e e Lindsay Day
JUNIOT VP e e e e e e e e e e e Liana Keji
SUPPET SUPEIVISO ...\ ite e etie e eee e veeee e Dorice Grant & ldalMacdonald
Workshop Tutors (MONAay).........oeuvve e virire e e e e e e Hamigraigen
WOrkshop TULOrs (TUESAAY) ... .. vvveriee et e e e e v eee e eeaens Pebderrett
Sales Table. ... Hamish Craigen
RaAfflES. . Sheila Craigen
LiBrarian. .. ..o Ngaire Wrigh
Kahurangi EditOr. ... ... e e e e e Chris Wrigt
Workshop Maintenance SUPEerVISOr. ... ... c..iu i e e Sddardwick
Competition convener & Judge..........c.uie i i e e tPeMerrett
WED MaSTET. ... e e Craig McGrego
Field Trip SUPErVISOrIS......ccivii e e e John Taylo@iid Macdonald
National Association Delegate............coovv e viiiie i e Carol Goddard
ATCNIVIST. .. e e Tony Goddard
GeOobUSters SUPEIVISOr.......ovviiiiie i it e ve e e e . LIGKRIY
Micro Mineral Group LigiSON.........cuiiriie i e v e e e e DoBtanley
LaWN MOWING. .. ettt e e et e e et e e et e e e e e e e e e Bill Graham
ClUD HOSE. . e e Robin Ha

Club Show - November 7th (Saturdayjn conjunction with the
Christchurch City Council’s Neighbourhood Week. itMCarol Tuesday Worksh
& Tony Goddard unavailable a new Show Committeelesesn uesaay 0.1' OPS'
formed to organise the event. David MacdonaldnJidylor, Peter has advised he is
Liana Kelly and Scott Hardwick have volunteeredteer the back and prepared to re-
project but they do need your help. Since thermisxperience |~smmence the Tuesday
in the show committee to run the show they arenasfar any ;
assistance for the roles of show stewards. Mendzrdave workshop, subject to )
sales tables, there will be a sausage sizzle alathgthe usual enough members turning
competitions and displays and it will be open ® plublic. The up. Eye protection 13
committee is asking Members to enter the compastitielp on | 5v5i1able but protection.
the day and support the club to make it a succkesgéunt.

Just let Peter know

...0000000...
Show weekend field tripis to be to the northern West Coast. |{members need to bring
We are still finalizing arrangements for the weekand the old clothes and ear ph
details will be advised in due course. 3236515)

...0000000... :

Dominion Post

New Zealand's best known palaeontologist, selffiatigivelock North fossil hunter Joan Wiffen, has
died aged 87.

Mrs Wiffen, who became known as the Dinosaur Laligg suddenly in Hastings Hospital on Tuesday
(30 June 2009).

Her dig at Maungahouanga in Hawke's Bay was tlsé Kimown site where dinosaurs lived in New
Zealand. Mrs Wiffen was the author and co-auttionare than a dozen scientific papers and wrote of
her achievements in her book Valley of the Dragons.

Born in 1922 and brought up in the King Country &falvke's Bay during the 1930s Depression, Mrs
Wiffen later recalled marvelling at the presenceed shells high in the hills. But she had oryiaf
secondary education — her father believed highecatbn was wasted on girls and she was expected
to get married and have a family.



She served in the Women's Aukxiliary Air Force dgrin
World War 2 and worked for six years as a clerlobef
marrying Pont Wiffen in 1953. The couple raiseegiith
two children at Haumoana near Hastings, and the
family hobby was rock collecting — they gathered
minerals and fossils from throughout New Zealandl arj
Australia. >
Her husband enrolled in night classes in geologg, a
when he was ill, she went in his place and recalled
being "green with envy" when someone found a fossi
shell in mudstone. "I knew what | wanted — to ecil
fossils," she said later.
Following an old geological map indicating reptilia
bones in the Te Hoe Valley, she found the tail bofne
theropod dinosaur in the Maungahouanga valley in
northern Hawke's Bay in 1975. Mrs Wiffen went on t
find bones from half a dozen other dinosaurs, dicig
an armoured ankylosaur, a hypsilophodont, as vgedl a
pterosaur flying reptile, and marine reptiles, sash
mosasaurs and plesiosaurs.
In 1999, she found bone from one of the largestindinosaurs, a titanosaurid: "l saw a partly
exposed concretion (sedimentary rock) about theddia rugby ball in the stream bank. | dug it out
and asked a colleague to break it open with a harhsiee said afterwards. "l immediately saw a bone
structure inside that looked different from the &afi a marine reptile." Friends and family helhed
recover heavy sandstone rock from which she extaitte fossils with painstaking cutting and
grinding and use of acid baths.
In 1994, she received an honorary doctorate froradea University and the following year a CBE.
In 2004, she accepted the Morris Skinner Award ftbenUnited States-based Society of Vertebrate
Palaeontology for outstanding and sustained carttdbs to scientific knowledge. Her fossil findga
held in the palaeontology collection of GNS Sciemwziéh some on loan to Te Papa. A spokesman at
GNS said her scientific endeavours spanned ardimldsvork, painstaking fossil preparation,
taxonomic description and palaeontological intetiadfen. "Her contributions were extremely
important nationally and give New Zealand geograasition, internationally,” the institute said.
She also promoted palaeontology through contribstio popular books and articles, public lectures
and school presentations.
Mrs Wiffen is survived by her son and daughter arstiepson and their families.

...0000000...

Keen Chronicles part IV

Quite by chance the June issue of “The Fossil”a@oetd a picture of “Malachite Crystals
Pseudomorphous after Azurite”, from the Sir Domiiime in the North Flinders Ranges of South
Australia. A bit of mind-reading there, Frank, baese that's where we were headed when we picked
up our copy of the newsletter.

We left Copley on 12 June for Arkaroola in ratheldcconditions — so s E—————— Smm—
cold, in fact, that we drove past several old coppi@es. (They could _ T
wait for warmer times.) é 3 W
We intended to head for the Sir Dominic the next, dbat with
conditions still not that good, we opted insteadtf@ Arkaroola Bore.
Patrick and James Murphy’s book on the Bore asts tiver 40
minerals that have been found there, some of wéiielcontained
within massive calcite. We'd also heard that iswawaste of time
searching there as there was nothing left to collbiot quite true!
Admittedly, you have to search for them, but adbipatience will turn
up specimens of calcite, stilbite, ilmenite andradite.




The following day looked perfect for the drive dotthe Daly and Sir Dominic Mines, so an earlytstar
was called for. Just as well, as it turned outhase’s been a huge deterioration in the traaksesive

last visited in 2003. What had once been quiteaeable 4WD access, was now quite badly eroded in
many places. Driving was slow — 2% hours to ddivekm! The descent on the track from the

Mawson Plateau to the valley containing the misasow cut off, necessitating a rough walk of about
10 minutes to the Daly mines and a further 25 neistib the lower of the Sir Dominic mines. We'd
previously fossicked at the Daly, so we headedgittao the Sir Dominic. There is a lower adit
immediately above the valley floor, but the besisioking areas are high up a very steep hillside an
this was where we made a mistake. The steep,mazhfireek bed used for access has so much
malachite, azurite and chrysocolla scattered ihéts, it's easy to get side-tracked. And that'aotly

what happened to us — suddenly it was time to baa#l to the vehicle and we hadn’t even reached the
top mine. But we each came away with a prize -a 8ath one of the much sought-after
psyeudomorphs, Ron with a beautiful specimen ofofate crystals. It was a tired and dusty pait tha
arrived back at camp a little after dark. Unfogetely, camping is forbidden around the mines, so th
amount of driving involved going out each day, quit
severely limits fossicking time.

It was now time to leave Arkaroola, for a drive tuthe
Lake Frome (salty and sandy) then down to Mulgawie
Station for a few days. A beautiful campsite, gugmote,
and we had it all to ourselves. It was to be @asgebfor
some collecting of the “limonite after pyrite” psmorphs,
generally : T
described as

: coming from
Chambers Gorge. (We'll have some of the smallerem
perfect specimens at this year’s micro-mineral sysm.)
After a couple of hours at what has to be the raastly-
accessible fossicking site we've ever visited, aswime to
take the track out to the old abandoned Jubilegp€opline.
We managed to retrieve a few highly-crystallisegtps here,
but have yetto put & e S S
th?m under the Mulga View Station campsite, a nice
microscope. boitfle of vino and a campfire—Paradise

)
S
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All too soon, it was

time to leave Mulga View and head back to Copley vi
Blinman, supposed to be Australia’s highest towh,800
feet above sea level.

Restocking at Copley, we then drove north to thénBaRuins,
via “Talc Alf's”. Alf (when he’s at home), is fower carving
large specimens of talc from the Mt Fitton Talc Blimost
with some form of “protest” message.

Back to the Farina Ruins. Farina was one of thensosettled
early (1878) during the opening up of the outbaCkmate,
distance and low rainfall meant it struggled, artemthe
(Ghan) railway route was moved west, it soundedétsth
knell. However, the present owners are doing thegt to
stabilise the ruins and have added a very pleassally
uncrowded, campsite nearby.

Onto the Oodnadatta Track. When we last drovbete
; ; were few vehicles and a great choice of campsiBzg.with
;u{ icaz:ﬂg;;a;va?f; ;féh;f’;?ﬁom water partially filling Lake Eyre, there are novottsands of
' : : excited people heading to Maree and William Creefzay
several hundreds of dollars each for a plane flightover the
water. (A number we spoke to, later admitted, thatbest
views were really those on ABC TV!)

There were a couple of things that really madedays along
the Oodnadatta. One was a V-flight of over 50qa&ls

Close encounter— a Camel Trek cara-
van with Lake Eyre in the background



heading for the lake. The other a Camel Expeditiavelling from Broome (in the far north-west of
Australia) to Melbourne. Quite a sight, with Soutike Eyre in the background at the time.

We're now in Alice Springs, getting a bit of mainéace done on the 4WD, the caravan and ourselves
and then it's off on the Tanami Track to Westerrsthalia.

But before signing off, there’s one more experiewed like to relate! When travelling on many
outback Australian roads, it's quite common to drdn the right-hand-side of the road when
corrugations appear. (Something to do with thpeslof the faces making for a more comfortable yide.
But one always — always — goes back to the leftrieed crest or a corner. Well, we were going over
quite a high sand ridge — on our side of the roadhen suddenly, there’s a large 4WD barreling
towards us, also on our side of the road, and Bdlgr so metres from us. Fortunately he keptihés |
and didn't try to correct, or we'd be writing thiswsletter from our hospital beds. (We could see h
wife screaming at him as they passed us, hardlgtaeraway.)

That's all for now, folks. Ron and Sara

Fund Raising Garage Sale

The Committee has decided to raise funds for the repairs to the club
rooms by way of a big garage sale at the club rooms on the 5th Decem-
ber 2002 from 2 am to 2 pm, followed by the annual Christmas party/BBQ
for members at the club rooms.

ltems for the garage sale must be in working order and likely to be sold
and not rubbish that the club will have to pay to dispose of, so what we
are looking for is anything that is transportable, like, garden tools, rocks,
kitchen ware, plants, general handy man tools, etc. Ve are also looking
at plenty of donations for sale, where the club will receive the full 100% of
the value of the item sold. We will also sell items on behalf of, where the

club will receive our standard 15% minimum or more by arrangement.

Major items already donated is a whole lamb, dressed, or cut up and the
price is $100 which can be ordered now, also a cord of dry fire wood $75
that can be purchased now, and 10 litres of any colour commercial paint.
A sausage sizzle will be held on the day along with some raffles.

The committee are asking that all members attending the next four meet-
ings bring items for the garage sale; they can be a donation to the club or
for sale on behalf, and can be stored at the clubrooms until December.
For further information please contact Vince Burke (ph. 3290812) and/or
Lindsay Day (ph. 9811587) or raise the matter at a General Meeting.

For the grading of trips:

1-2  is beaches and river flats,

3-4 s hill country that is not steep,

4-5 isforalong trip into an area and maybe steep country (and not suit able for all
members),

6 Mt Cook and only appropriate for the fittest and most adventurous of our
members.

Club Diary
August 2009
5 Micro Mineral Meeting



Faceting Machine FOR SALE

d Some time ago a very active member
{(Tony Gray) of the Dunedin Rock Club
died leaving a workshop of machinery,
I mineral specimens as well as un-worked
J or parially worked material. MNumerous
people have been assisting Tony's wife
M Merna with the selling and removal of the
fruits of Tony's life. Below are some pho-
tos of the faceting machine, the last piece
of machinery still to sell. It has all of the
necessary gear with it plus quite a few
partially faceted stones including rubies.
Also there is some faceting rough. The
Asking price is $500 ONQ. If someone
was interested in buying it and not in a
hurry to coliect the machine there is a
possibility it could deliver it for free in Sep-
tember or October. Phone Trevor 03-
4883767.

13 General Meeting

15 Workshops F/T

20 Committee Meeting

29 Geobusters Meeting
September 2009

2 Micro Mineral Meeting

10 General Meeting

12 Weka Pass Fossils F/IT

17 Committee Meeting

26 Geobusters Meeting

October 2009
1-4 Blenheim National Show
7 Micro Mineral Meeting
8 General Meeting

11 Conway River FIT

15 Committee Meeting

23-27 MicroMineral Symposium

31 Geobusters Meeting
November 2009

7 Club Show/Open Day

Many of these dates are tentative and are subject to planning and permission considerations.



