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President – Scott Hardwick……………..Phone 3289322 
Treasurer – Lynda Alexander…………...Phone 3476393 
Secretary – Don Stanley………………...Phone 3588299 
Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042 
E-Mail:  cmlclub@chch.planet.co.nz 
Web site: www.cmlclub.org.nz 
Meetings Venue & Club Rooms: 
110 Waltham Road, Waltham, Christchurch 
7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month 
From February to November 
 

“Geology is a capital science to begin with, as it requires nothing but 
a little reading, thinking and hammering.”  Charles Darwin, 1835. 

 
NEXT - 
Micro Mineral Meeting: Already held 
General Meeting: Thursday, 11th February 2010, at 7.30 PM 
Field Trip:  Woolshed Creek (graded 4-5) 
 
It seems odd to be wishing everyone a happy new year in the first newsletter of 
the second decade of the 21st century, but here we are, already a month in.  We 
have left the naughts and entered double figures, the teens.  We can only hope 
that this decade is an improvement on the last one, with everyone embracing it 
and racing with it…….your club needs you.  Please step up and ease the burden. 
 
Website to check out this month:  www.trademe.co.nz 
 
Monthly Competition Results for November—to be advised 
1 crab as found 
1 disinterred crab 
Piece worked Dinosaur bone 
Junior piece petrified wood 
Alphabet Material—B 
 
Monthly Competition for February 
Sharks tooth (self found) 
Tourmaline crystal 
Cut/polished Thunder Egg 
Juniors—Holiday find 
Alphabet Material—C 
 
From the Front Desk - Your Committee 

 



Auction—this month we have Peter Merrett material for the February auction and 
Owen Swann March.   
 
Speaker— There is a speaker, but you will have to attend to find out whom. 
 
Donation Box.  Please bring in a gold coin donation for the club at the regular general 
meetings so we can raise funds for the building repairs. 
 
Club Show.  Who can help, we need the support of ALL of our members.  Thanks 
to those members who have volunteered their time in setting up / taking down and 
running the show.  Please support your club on Saturday 7th November at the 
clubrooms from 10 am to 3 pm. And help out where necessary.  It is an open day to 
promote your club to attract new members and raise funds. 
 
Club Show 2010.  The committee would like your thoughts on the matter, and a 
commitment to assist with the running of either show as we will have to get the venue 
organised sooner, rather than later. 
 
Reminder for Field Trips.  The date set for the field trips are tentative dates that are 
altered from time to time to accommodate the property owner and / or the field trip 
leader.  Unfortunately we aren’t able to satisfy all members with our selection of dates 
and locations but every effort is made to do so.  Any inconvenience is regretted, but 
unavoidable. 
 
February Field Trip.  Woolshed Creek with a no digging requirement but subject to 
change.  Details at the general meeting. 
 

———————————————————————————————–— 
Show Weekend 2009 Field Trip 
 
When planning began for the field trip this year we were expecting to begin on the 
Thursday night, but after accepting an offer to speak at the November monthly 
meeting we cut down in some of the locations we intended to fossick at Charlston – 
minerals, Rapahoe - fossils / minerals, Little Wanganui River – fossils, Jones creek – 
unakite, Denniston – minerals, Taipo river – minerals, Little Totara river – fossils, 
Reefton – fossils / corals, Blackball – minerals and Waimarie – ballast. 
 
FRIDAY; this year we left on Show day meeting at the Hurunui Pub by 9.30.  With 
Scott and Dorice pulling out we had 3 vehicles and 7 members (Wayne & Don, David 
& Helen, Lindsay, Jim & Ray) departed 



just before the allotted time for the Grampions Station to look for zeolites in the 
Pahau River.  While the wind was a bit gusty and rain inclement we proceeded into 
the river, out of the wind, and found a variety of crystals (Analcime, Apotholite, 
Natrolite etc.  Back up the hill to the cars and a lunch stop in Culverden, then on to 
Lankey Creek for fossils.  Lindsay’s car stopped for another coffee break at Springs 
Junction so did not proceed up the mountain with us.  Good job we had Lynne’s mud 
map as we missed the place last time.  This time the pickings were good and we came 
away with fossils we didn’t already have.  David was having such a good time we left 
him up there hammering away as we descended back to the cars and went down into 
the Inangahua river to look for the black corals.  We came away with a few but the 
supply in the river was way down on last time.  It would appear a BIG flood was now 
necessary to move some of the material in the river bed.  We next headed down the 
Buller Gorge, past Hawkes Crag and Uranium Point to stop to look for a quarry there, 
but the site was now occupied by a private house.  Next best thing was a coffee at the 
café there before exploring a bank for fossils a few hundred metres away.  A diligent 
search revealed trace evidence but no fossils.  Our next stop was our accommodation 
in Westport, organised by Dorice.  The cabins were organised by car with plenty of 
space, bunks, a table with chairs and a fridge.  A trip to the local supermarket 
(Westport now has two, a New World & Fresh Choice) for some amber liquid and 
BBQ supplies. 
SATURDAY (another day to loose Lindsay).  Jim, Ray & Lindsay were the slow ones 
preventing our 8 am departure for the Denniston Plateau [correction – it is actually 
called the Mt Rochfort Plateau (Mt Rochfort is the mountain with the TV tower on it 
towards the south east) and is 2000 – 2200 feet above sea level].  Presently we were at 
the Millerton/Denniston site looking down 
on the incline, pleased that some 
conservation was being done on the site as 

rust and the bush was changing it in a big 
way.  In 1878 the area was assessed as 
containing 72,000,000 tons of coal and 
during the lifetime of the incline (1879 to 
1967) 12,000,000 was transported down it.  
When the incline was closed it was 
destroyed the following year during the 
Inangahua earthquake with some of the remains salvaged.  An internet search has 
revealed 10 separate mines operating on the plateau (Waimangaroa, Coalbrookdale, 
Ironbridge {still burning}, Whareatea, Escarpment, Burnett’s Face, Sullivan’s, 



Sullivan’s West, Cascade and Banbury). 
After taking photo’s we 
proceeded further on the 
plateau, firstly visiting the 
Sullivan West and main mine 
looking for marcasite in the 
shale.  Numerous pieces were 
found; unfortunately none of it 
was dendritic.  On to the 
Whareatea mine where very 
little was found.  Lindsay 
carried on to the Escarpment 
mine (I didn’t hear what he 
found) while the rest of us went 
to the museum (closed) before 

heading to Granity for lunch, 
after checking out the “Rock 
Shop” there, and a café we went 
back to Jones Creek to look for 
Unakite. 
Despite the new rail bridge and river remodelling we failed to recover any material 
(and with Lindsay still not located (they came down to Granity and checked out the 
beach for the Unakite, but were likewise, unsuccessful).  We then went back to camp 
before heading to the Little Totara river trying to find a site from David’s past.  After 
giving it a good nudge we carried on to Charlston and stopped at Constant Bay. 
The tide was out and WOW, the amount of sand that has accumulated there is 
unbelievable, you would be struggling to get a jet boat into it now let along half a 
dozen schooners that used to park there like a small natural port.  We were hoping to 
find Lindsay & company here, but they were no where to be found and we didn’t have 
his mobile phone number (not that he would have it turned on), so we were soon 
clambering over the rocks looking for the feldspar granite, book mica and garnets.  
The first two were easy to find, and I only found 1 garnet, it would appear the 
abundant area we found last time has gone entirely. After an hour or so we returned to 
the cars, and I did a detour along the beach, finding a nice white quartz tumbled stone 
containing garnets, which Wayne wanted me to throw back so he could “find” it.  We 
then returned to camp to find that Lindsay still hadn’t turned up.  This caused minor 
worry but would be the sort of a problem to be looked at seriously after we had eaten 
our evening meal.  Lindsay solved the problem for us by turning up while we were 
eating.  Apparently, he had gone to the escarpment mine, and found little and returned 
to the car (much later) had gone to the shop in Granity (who told them to try the beach 



for the Unakite, and she gave Jim a piece of the local unakite {which must remain the 
only piece crossing the Alps this trip} which they did and still didn’t find anything) 
meanwhile missing us going in the other direction.  After this we obtained Lindsay’s 
mobile phone number (just in case) but resolved that ringing it or texting him may 
still not be a solution, as he either wont hear it or can’t answer it whilst driving. 
That night the rain started. 
SUNDAY greeted us with rain, drizzle and more rain.  We departed Westport in 
serious drizzle, stopping at Little Totara River to show Lindsay where the location 
was.  Our luck was in (not with the drizzle) the owners were coming out, so Wayne & 
I stopped to have a chat.  They were very helpful, telling us where the site was, and 
also, that we could look any time we wanted in the future.  They lived on the other 
side of the river and had an old BIG 4WD to do the river crossing bit.  We parked up 
and started to go downstream when the rain came.  All but David & Wayne retreated 
to the vehicles, but even they had to return due to the higher river levels.  It would 
appear late summer would be the best time to try again.  We were about to leave when 
the owners returned to tell us about another site a short distance upriver.  So, while we 
didn’t recover any fossils we did learn a lot. 
Onward to Barrytown to look in a couple of local creeks, but they were seriously 
flooding with dirty water, so they were flagged.  Barrytown beach was very wet and 
windy, and the tide was in.  Our time was brief and wet before we abandoned our 
search.  We then travelled on to Greymouth for a petrol stop before deciding to try the 
shops in Hokitika.  It was still damp, so after we looked in the greenstone shops and 
had lunch we decided to return to Canterbury and try the Hororata River. 
We stopped briefly to look at the water levels of the Griffin Creek and the Taipo, but 
with both running both high and dirty we carried on, agreeing to meet at Springfield. 
We stopped briefly at Arthurs pass for an ice-cream and had a long wait for Lindsay 
at Springfield.  When they arrived Jim was driving, apparently they stopped for a 
coffee at Arthurs Pass.  Presently we stopped at the shingle ford on the Hororata and 
began looking for some Canterbury agate.  Our group went upstream for a kilometre 
or so, arriving back with numerous pieces of varying sizes that were mostly the plain 
semitransparent variety.  Lindsay found the best (banded) piece, not far from the cars.  
With the time well after 6 pm we then made our own way home, the car being many 
kilograms heavier.  A great show weekend field trip, for those who went on it. 
    ————————————- 
 

Auzex finds encouraging gold assays from Lyell and Kirwan 

12 May 2008, Source: Auzex Resources and Lindsay Clark - The Australian and New 
Zealand mineral explorer Auzex Resources has reported highly encouraging gold 
assays from its Lyell gold field’s permit which is a northern extension of the Reefton 
gold field. 
Auzex says in its three month report to March 31 2008 that among 511 soil samples 
collected at the Lyell gold prospect, five assays of over 1.00 g/t of gold and spot 
assays of 39.4 g/t and 10.05 g/t of gold were made.  
 
Auzex says the results were sufficiently encouraging that drilling will be fast-tracked.  
 
The gold is also associated with high arsenic values up to 6,750 ppm As, suggesting 
the anomalous gold is related to bed rock mineralisation, similar to that found at 
Reefton.  
 



The soil anomaly straddles the interpreted trace of the anticline axis that hosts the 
historical Alpine gold quartz reefs (96,500 oz gold production) and is associated with 
quartz vein stockworks that have been mapped over a 200 m wide zone.  
 
Auzex says the best gold grades were found where E-W striking, north-dipping faults 
cross-cut the anticline fold-hinge, leading to steeply north-plunging ore shoots that 
have been mined to a depth of one kilometre. 
Last updated 13 May 2008 
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Club Diary  
 
February 2010 
 11 General Meeting 
 18 Committee Meeting 
  Field Trip 
  Geobusters Meeting 
 
March 2010 
 3 Micro Mineral Meeting 
 11 General Meeting 
 18 Committee Meeting 
  Field Trip 
  Geobusters Meeting 
 
Many of these dates are tentative and are subject to planning and permission 
considerations.  
 
 
 


