President— Scott Hardwick................. Phone 3289322
Treasurer — Lynda Alexander............... Phone 3476393
Secretary— Don Stanley..................... Phone 3588299
Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042
E-Mail: cmiclub@chch.planet.co.nz

Web site: www.cmlclub.org.nz

Meetings Venue & Club Rooms:

110 Waltham Road, Waltham, Christchurch

7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month

From February to November

“Geology is a capital science to begin with, asiequires nothing but
a little reading, thinking and hammering.” Charles Darwin, 1835

NEXT -

Micro Mineral Meeting: 3rd March 2010, at 7.30 pm

General Meeting: Thursday, 11th March 2010, at 7.3@m

Field Trip: Deferred Woolshed Creek, Saturday 13 Mach 2010

Website this month: www.neilandsue.tripod.com/index.htm

Monthly Competition for March
1 crab as found

1 disinterred crab

Piece worked Dinosaur bone
Junior piece petrified wood
Alphabet Material—B

Monthly Competition Results for February

Sharks tooth (self found) 1st Roger Dennis, 2ndi®d&acdonald, 3rd Lindsay Day
Tourmaline crystal 1st David Macdonald, 2nd Camipbiatott

Cut/polished Thunder Egg 1st Roger Knowles, 2ndgdviacGregor, 3rd Roger Dennis
Juniors—Holiday find—None

Alphabet Material—C 1st John Taylor

From the Front Desk - Your Committee

Auction—this month we have Owen Swann material for thedid@uction and Hamish Craigen has
the April one with material from Jocelyn Warrelh(ald member), that includes greenstone.
Speaker— There is a speaker, but you will have to attenfind out whom from the Geology
Department of Canterbury University.

Donation Box. Please bring in a gold coin donation for the clutha regular general meetings so we
can raise funds for the building repairs.

Subscriptions for the 2010/201financial year are about to fall due. To makeagyefor everyone a
subscription form is attached so that it can be phia club meeting, by post or by direct crediti®
club account (details on the form).

March Field Trip. Woolshed Creek with a no digging requirement bibjexct to change. Meet at the
Mt Somers Store before a 9.00 am departure (Saturétlh March 2010) John Taylor is running the
trip and 4WD'’s are required to get up to the WeaS8tation gate. Remember there is a $5 charge per
person. Graded 4-5.

Micro Mineral Symposium 2009



Wednesday (Z) our Jetstar flight was without
incident, then we waited for the free pickup
courtesy van provided by our car rental company
(A2B). Finally we were picked up and
transported to the depot to pick up the car, a nice
2 litre Caldina, and then we were on our way to
Crystal Mountain following the odd instructions
from the GPS. Despite this we still got there and
lunched before looking around the shop and

museum (well worth the $8 charge, those
considering going to the National Show next
year). We then drove to Orewa to see Lyn
Helyer then she took us to Waiwera Bay to
fossick for zeolites in the Parnell Grits.

Thursday (2%) we left Orewa turning
towards Dargaville at Brynderwyn with our
first stop being Bickers Quarry near Tokatoka.
We called in at the house, all they asked was
that we kept the gates shut for the cattle (who
had left numerous surprises in the vicinity of
the quarry). It was apparent that no-one had bééme quarry for quite some time. After an hour o
so we had broken enough rocks and had a smalktolteof material to sort through at the symposium.
We also tried Bennetts quarry with a very good lbasad, but were put off by the closed gate and no
trespassing signs, but we were not entirely surbagethe right place. We then went to the Turiwiri
Quarry (Dargaville) and were given permission tesfok south part above and behind the office. The
quarry was huge, visible from Dargaville showingjgnificantly sculptured hill. After another hooir
so we had a small collection of material that labk#eresting, we drove into Dargaville, staying th
night in an old postal rail car with an ensuite.



Friday (23%) we arrived at Curnows Road (Shirley Gates gaveensiission to fossick there, providing
we either posted the $5 (each) fee to her or gaeeNlat Singleton at the symposium) and had abit
a wait as Maureen Pask (and daughter) were goibg spending the day with us at the site. It did
give us the opportunity to look around a bit, figlian old dozed track further into the site that we
followed once they arrived. We walked the tracladgised and (although we noticed the old discard
pile we carried on to the track stopped at thectdge of the site. Then we returned to the disaezd
and started digging, scraping and probing. Thewaay a pearler so it was quite nice to be under the
abundant manuka and kanuka scrub, but as it wagfing there were a lot of bees about. Given the
overgrown nature of the site it was too difficutget to other parts we were limited to the area we
were in and aware that the water course was bamesignificant area was also swampy. After about
5 hours there we went back to the bridge and washgtindings, creating a new discard pile before
returning to the cars and heading to the Symposiéfter selecting our bunking arrangements (boys
eastside bunkroom & girls Westside bunkroom) andigeur microscopes, we had a instant meal
before kicking off the event with wine & cheese.

Saturday (2%) saw us at our microscopes with the competiti®as;id won best specimen from last
years field trip and | won best photo (I didn’t aventer — Judy from Australia [who put some of my
photos on “Mindat”] entered for me. | was verymmised to win as | didn’t know | had entered nod ha
| voted for my own photo.

Sunday (28) saw us off through Dargaville to Aranga Quarrytfee official Symposium field trip.

We didn’t have the key so had a bit of a walk itite quarry to look for Chabasite, calcite and
innumerable other minerals. There was plenty oksdo break to look for the expected mineralsnpthe
Rod Martin found a rock, that he proceeded to brgalso that everyone had a picec, of cavansite [ a
very rare mineral only found in a couple of othkxges in the world]. Getting the samples back unde
the microscope revealed (in addition to the catahsbpper under the chabasite and also copper
needles.

Monday (28" — Labour Day) saw the annual auction performetayas Trevor Hosking (there is a
book on our library about him) didn't come up frdraupo. The remainder of the day was taken up
with microscope work and mounting the micro mingral

Tuesday (2%) was clean-up and departure, but the
weather didn’t play its part at all well, as it ated
down, and we had a short trek to the cars with our
baggage and equipment. Luckily there were plefty o
rubbish bags to use as rain coats. When we were no
longer useful we bade everyone farewell, and headed
back to Dargaville for supplies, and on to a Katnaop
for a look see. Wow, a huge array of worked wood a
the prices were astronomical (a throwaway 2cm piece
of Kauri Gum was $25). Due to the continuing naim
abandoned plans to revisit Aranga quarry, the 3
Kawerua Coast quarries and the Kaiiwi Lakes. Wk di
visit a second small Kauri shop (not one for the bu
tours, where the prices were more reasonable) éefor
stopping for a late lunch at the DOC Information
Centre for the Waipaua Forest. We then went and
visited Tane Mahuta (god of the forest) [when | got
back home someone asked me if we looked at any of
the other living Kauri trees in the Waipaua forastl |
replied that once you had seen the god of thetfores
kings, queens, princes etc just didn’'t do it enotaggh
bother] between showers. David & | were still ur o
rubbish bag rain coats. By the time we got to &aithe rain had stopped.

Wednesday (29 started off with the car being packed before wticed a flat rear tyre. We had to
unpack to put on the space-saver and just a fewrbdmmetres down the road to the Firestone
shop/workshop. They set to repairing the tyre rfitting it while David worked his magic charm
with the lady in charge, chatting about his impegdiedundancy and seeking information on the
advice they had received on the matter. After denke were chatting about our intentions for tlag d
(Cape Reinga, TePaki Sand dunes, Te Hapua Qua@igapers Beach) when a complete stranger
reiterated to us that we wanted to go to Te Hapaarg, then disappeared with his mobile for a few



minutes. On his return he informed us
that he had jacked it up, all we had to do
was turn up at the quarry and ask for
“Pete”. Also the lady at Firestone said
“no charge” for the tyre repair (we clearly sawiffedent side to David, one that Helen has glimpaed
before [she did say yes, after all]). It would eppour guardian angels were looking after ust ujus
the road was another Kauri shop, this one withgigantic tree carved out as a staircase to thenseco
floor, where we spend more time than we should. A
little further up the road we took another detauat
Kauri gum museum set out in the bush recreating the
shanties over an actual gum digging site. Mor@tim
spent and a couple of pieces of copal each. The
Manuka and Kanuka in flower were beautiful and
encouraged the bees so we had to be careful. st\via
were on our way to Cape Reinga but with the morning
over we flagged the TePaki sand dunes going past 90
mile beach to the cape. The wind was blowing lyisk
as we made our way from the car park to the lighiske
for the view of the collision of the Pacific & Irat
Oceans. Back at the car we late lunched, theo diet
Hapua quarry. We missed it on the way in and didivze around Te Hapua before finding it on the
way back out. No wonder we missed it, it was gugarrow gap in the bush (open gate) and a long
way down the road into the quarry. After introcwgurselves to “Pete” who was very surprised to
see us, he let us have carte-blanch to the quatintie exception of where the digger was working.
Lucky for us they had a breakdown and the mechaagkworking on it so they were operating in a
shut down (our guardian angel’s again). We spdetehours there (going over our Firestone meeting
with Pete several times — he was intrigued as torvbur mystery benefactor had spoken to, because it
certainly hadn’t been him) and picking over a femeresting mineral specimens. We departed with a
few spots of rain and made a rushed trip back pa&@ before closing so Helen could buy a piece of
fossilised kauri gum. With no mobile reception bveefly stopped at a little shop in a forgotten tspb
New Zealand and the lady phone ahead to let himvkme were on our way. His instruction was to
bang on the door, as he had closed up, but sintredseon the property with his miniature Shetlands
that wasn’t a problem. After making her purchasecarried on to Coopers Beach but couldn't find a
cabin for the night, so carried on to Taupo
Bay where we could.

Thursday (28) we returned to look on
Coopers Beach for the fossilised coconuts,
but with no recent easterly storm there was
nothing to find. On our way to Kerikeri we
came across an interesting sign — Meteorites
and Dinosaurs so decided to check it out.
Wow, a collection of fossils, minerals, moa
gizzard stones, ancient maori artifacts and
miscellaneous stuff that would do any
museum proud. The un-named man was
very helpful and chatty giving us

information on a variety of matters, as well
as showing us his current project, the carving



of a black obsidian (very
heavy and non fructuous)
mere. We carried on to
Kerikeri to see the stone
shop, lunched then carried on
to Waitangi where we looked
around the Treaty House, the
National Waka, the Meeting
House and had a coffee in an
on-site restaurant. We also
got to see where some tax
payer dollars were being
spent in a new Information
Centre complex. On to the
Haruru Falls then as we were
behind schedule abandoned
the change to visit the
Ngawha hot springs on the
change to look for cinnabar
at Puhi Puhi. We found the quarry but it has Ibegn abandoned, with thick gorse in excess of 2
metres high covering the site (huge fire dangemloly after such a fire would there be any
opportunity to collect). There was a warning sigut, an extensive search around the edges of the
quarry failed to provide much other than marcas@a to Whangarei for the night.

Friday (30" we had an early breakfast then visited the
Whangarei Falls. Into town to do a few errandsdoutidn’t
do anything (like get petrol, pump up the slow iegkyre,
go the NZ Post) due to the power failure north tdh@hu.
We carried on to the Kauri clock factory and wereking
around with a torch. Just before we left power vessored.
We carried on to the Matakohe gum museum (Wow, just
look a some of the pictures — this is a place toopuyour
bucket list) before carrying on to Tinopai for thetrified
and opalised wood. While we picked up a reasonable



amount none was as large as the pieces Vince
brought back (just as well as we were flying
back). From here we returned to Lynne’s at
Orewa.

Saturday 3% the Northern Region Micro
Group was meeting so we were invited to
attend, we looked over their rooms and
materials, but had to borrow microscopes to
look at the gathered material, a lot of it being
Aranga. Imagine our delight having a
geologist speak about how the quarry was
formed, to place the mineralization where it
is found. After lunch we went to the South
Auckland Show at Papatoetoe Town Hall. It
was a moderately sized hall with numerous
display cabinets, (no competitions) with mostlydbdealers [Colin from Rotorua was there] and we
spent several hours looking at it all. Anotherhigt Lynne’s before returning the car (that had it
dramas) and flying back to Christchurch on Sundayning.

Reminder—the monthly auctions should be limited t@®0 lots
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Club Diary
March 2010
3 Micro Mineral Meeting
11 General Meeting
13 Woolshed Creek
18 Committee Meeting
27 Geobusters Meeting
April 2010
2-5  Southland F/T
7 Micro Mineral Meeting
8 General Meeting
13 Committee Meeting
24 Geobusters Meeting

Many of these dates are tentative and
are subject to planning and permission
considerations.

Planned Field Trips for 2010

March 14th or 15th Woolshed Creek for agates
April (Easter) Southland for fossils & petrified wad
and based at Slope Point

May 16th Okains Bay for minerals

June 20th Annual mid-winter Birdlings Flat BBQ
July 3rd/4th Oamaru Show

August 14th or 15th Club members
workshops/collections

September 12th Conway River for petrified wood
October 16th or 17th Whitecliffs
November—Show weekend F/T—TBA




