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President – Scott Hardwick……………..Phone 3289322 
Treasurer – Lynda Alexander…………...Phone 3476393 
Secretary – Don Stanley………………...Phone 3588299 
Address: 91b Merrin St, Avonhead, Christchurch 8042 
E-Mail:  cmlclub@chch.planet.org.nz 
Web site: www.cmlclub.org.nz 
Meetings Venue & Club Rooms: 
110 Waltham Road, Waltham, Christchurch 
7.30 pm on the second Thursday of each month 
From February to November 
 

“Geology is a capital science to begin with, as it requires nothing but 
 a little reading, thinking and hammering.”  Charles Darwin, 1835. 

 
NEXT - 
Micro Mineral Meeting: Wednesday 2nd September 2009 at 7.30 PM 
Annual General Meeting: Thursday, 10th September 2009, at 7.30 PM 
Field Trip:  
 
Spring is here, for some reason it seems to have arrived suddenly, rather than just creeping up on 
us, still the sunny days are a vast improvement, long may they continue.  And with an end to 
winter comes the spring clean.  Perhaps we should think about a working bee to tidy up the 
clubrooms, workshop etc, even splash some paint around…... 
 
Website to check out this month:   
http://www.minerals.co.nz/html/main_topics/minerals_industry_in_nz/coal/coal_nz_research.html 
  
Monthly Competition for September 
Selenite Specimen - 1st David Macdonald 
Large Specimen worked Obsidian (own work) - no entries 
Polished Agate Slab (own work) - 1st Kerry Whitford. 2nd Hamish Craigen 
Junior—a quartz crystal—1st Daniel Alexander 
 
Monthly Competition Results for August 
Slab polished Brazilian agate 1st David Macdonald, 2nd John Taylor, 3rd Tom Walker 
Large crystal cluster 1st John Taylor, 2nd David Macdonald, 3rd Lindsay Day 
Leaf fossils 1st David Macdonald, 2nd Lindsay Day 
Juniors: 3 tumbled Birdlings Flat agates - nothing recorded. 
 

From the Front Desk - Your Committee 
 

Auction—former member Robin Wood is to provide material for this months auction, mostly petrified 
wood and agate.  In a generous gesture he has requested the club keep 20% of the auction proceeds, so 
bring along your cheque books and bid high.  There is 6 banana boxes full of material, plenty for 
everyone. 
 

Speaker—Margaret Richardson will speak to us about Hearing Dogs (for Deaf people) 
 

Donation Box.  Please bring in a gold coin donation for the club at the regular general meetings so we 
can raise funds for the building repairs.  A rough estimation of $1500 was suggested as the amount 
necessary for that purpose.   Thanks to all who donated. 
 

Ken Allen Trophy.  With no response from members on this matter, it would appear unlikely that 



anyone is to put in a entry and the club will be unrepresented at the Blenheim National Show in 
October.  Think about it hard and quickly as time is running out.  Any questions please speak to Vince, 
John or Peter. 
 

A Reminder to any member holding a National Show trophy to get it to Blenheim asap, the National 
Show is only a month away, and it is probably too late to submit a competition entry form.  Also with 
the club show on a month later it would also be prudent to give the cups a brilliant polish and return to 
the clue during the next 2 club meetings.  Regarding the club show the committee would like to hold up 
to 3 raffles and are seeking prizes for this.  If any member has something suitable please let a 
committee member know, likewise if you know someone prepared to donate prizes please do what ever 
is necessary to facilitate the matter. 
 

The August field trip, on Saturday 15th got off to a dull drizzly start at John Taylor’s house at 
10.00am, Don McLauchlan’s at 11.30am, Yvonne Mackenzie at 1.30pm, and finished at Jenny Grundy 
at 3.00pm. There was a good turn out of members and many spectacular items to ogle over.  Too many 
photo’s were taken to try to publish even a small selection, but the will be passed on to our webmaster 
to make them available on the clubs website. 
 

BBQ fund raisers. The committee is trying to organise a Saturday fund raiser near the end of 
September at the Blenheim Road Mad Butcher where they supply sausages, the bbq, gas etc & we have 
to supply bread, butter etc.  Please make yourselves available to spend an hour or two fundraising for 
the club. 
 

Overseas field trip.  The committee has been discussing the possibility of organising a club field trip 
to Agate Creek in Queensland over winter 2010.  Please give the matter some thought for a discussion 
at the September General Meeting and if there is sufficient interest we begin the process. 
 

Monthly competitions.  With interest waning in the 
competitions and only a few members actively competing in it, 
the committee has decided to introduce a new category to the 
monthly competition along with it’s own cup - an Alphabet Cup.  
It has been suggested that it be called the Joan Wiffen Cup and 
the only rules is that the item being displayed has to have the 
Alphabet letter as the main part of it [e.g. F - a fossil is ok as is a 
fortification agate or feldspar].  It must be adequately labelled 
and a decision on how the winner is selected is to be voted on by 
members to establish the monthly winner.  The two options are 
for Peter to decide with the usual competition or to have a vote 
by members on the night.  This competition addition was added 
to refresh the competition given the complaints about the lack of 
variety in mineral & fossil classes and the own work aspect of it.  
In addition the Committee also thought to introduce a ‘find of 
the month category’ where members can show off and brag 
about recent finds.  The find must come in the last month, and 
the member speaks to the meeting about it (what it is, where they found it, etc). 
 

Workshop Maintenance.  A recent audit of the workshop has revealed numerous issues with the 
machinery, the details of which will be mentioned at the GM.  If there are any members prepared to 
carry out the maintenance, the cost saving for the club would be substantial, and be greatly appreciated.  
Our only other alternative is to obsolete some pieces and carry out the maintenance on a biggest needs 
basis at the smallest cost, with cost also being a major influence. 
 

Club Show.  With the postponement of the large 2009 club show we were intending on having this 
year in support of the Blenheim club hosting the National Show the committee was giving 
consideration to holding a larger show next year in 2010, until it was suggested us hosting a National 
Show in 2011 (since the slot is still vacant and it has been some years we have hosted a National Show).  
The committee would like your thoughts on the matter, and a commitment to assist with the running of 
either show as we will have to get the venue organised sooner, rather than later. 
 

The Mount Somers display is under way and they are still looking for items to display.  Any member 
wishing to donate any material from the area for the permanent display please speak to Robin Hall or 
any of your committee members. 
 

Kahurangi Deadline.  Anyone wanting to submit an article for publishing in the October Kahurangi 
need to get it to Chris on or before the September General Meeting. 
 



Signs.  With the club hosting a show (7 November) this year and garage sale (5 December) and the 
committee is seeking members to create signs for these events to be erected on the front of the 
clubrooms 2 to 3 weeks before each one.  Any help would be appreciated, it might even be something 
for the Geobusters to help with. 
 

The Geobusters are wanting to fund raise their own activities and are seeking any unused and unwanted 
polished material including agates to bag up and sell at the Club Show.  If anyone can assist please pass 
the material on to Liana at a general meeting 
———————————————————————————————————-- 
Continuing the Keen Chronicles; 
 

They say that life's full of "Ups and Downs" and during the month since our last newsletter there's been 
plenty of these! 
 

First, we set off for the notorious Tanami Track which runs NW from Alice Springs to Halls Creek for 
1,018 km.  Three hundred and fifty km UP the track, our fridge did a wobbly, with the result that jars 
broke, the contents mixed with 10 eggs, then spread over everything else.  There was also an awful 
small of ammonia, which meant that the cooling system had broken. Nothing for it, but to go back 
DOWN the track to Alice and get it repaired! 
 

While we were waiting  for the parts to arrive Sara fell 
DOWN and couldn't get UP.  This resulted in an ambulance 
trip to Alice Hospital and a day lying DOWN in the 
Emergency Dept.  When it was established that no bones 
were broken, she was allowed UP, and we could go back to 
camp, Sara on crutches with lots of serious bruising. 
 

A few days later, we left Alice to head UP the Plenty 
Highway to Gemtree for a few days' fossicking in the Harts 
Range.  Eight days there allowed us to sieve for zircons (not 
much success), drive UP to Painted Canyon and also visit 
the Painted Canyon Mine for a few good, cleaved 
specimens of microcline feldspar.  Back DOWN at Gemtree, 
we planned a day out at "The White Hills."  These are three 
large quartz hills, where the quartz comes in milky, clear, 
pale rose, pale blue and striped forms.  The hills are also 
located in one of the more ruggedly beautiful areas of the 
Harts Ranges.  Very hard to leave, particularly when we 
started finding specimens of schorl! 
 

Reluctantly leaving Gemtree, we headed back DOWN to 
Alice Springs to get ready for what we hoped would be the 
highlight of this Australian sojourn – crossing the Simpson 
Desert.  This meant leaving the caravan with friends in 
Alice and doing a bit of camping instead. 
 

Our route initially took us from Alice, DOWN the Old 
South Road to Maryvale, before turning SW towards 
Chambers Pillar Historic Park.  The Pillar itself was formed 
from 350 myo sandstone and towers 50 metres above the 
surrounding plain.  It looks its best at sunset, when delicate 
shades of pink and orange give it an almost mystical glow. 
 

That night was full moon, so getting UP out of bed a bit 
earlier than usual, we were able to watch the moon 
disappearing behind the Pillar at the same time as the sun 
was hitting its front.  A magical few moments.  Heading 
back up to Maryvale, we then turned south for the drive 
DOWN the Old Ghan Railway.  For the next 130 km, the 
route lay along the bed of the old line, which for much of its 
length was narrow and rough.  There's an added obstacle for 
the unwary – hundreds of thousands of railway spikes lying 
in the dirt! 
 

When we reached the Aboriginal township of Finke, we turned UP a very rough 4WD track for a night 
at Lamberts "Geographic Centre of Australia".  The position is marked by a stone plinth beneath a 



replica of the flagpole (complete with flag) that tops Canberra's parliament building. 
 

After a quiet night here by ourselves, it was time to head 
DOWN to Mt Dare homestead, the jump-off point for 
travellers heading east across the Simpson Desert.  After a 
good night's sleep at Mt Dare, we headed out for our first 
stop at Dalhousie Springs, the largest natural outlet of the 
Great Artesian Basin.  A swim in the pleasantly warm waters 
is a must, although there were some unsettling moments 
when several small Goby Fish nibbled your toes in the 
mistaken belief they are snails! 
 

Seventy km east of the Springs we were into the first of 
hundreds of dune crossings.  For the next five days it was 
literally going to be all "UPS and DOWNS" with the dune 
heights varying between 10 and 15 metres above the inter-
dune valleys. 
 

We had decided on the Rig Road route which, although 
much longer than the well- used "French Line", should be 
kinder on both our 4WD and ourselves.  We were 90 km 
along the Rig Road when we met up with five Queensland 
farmers and received an invitation to "buddy up" with them.  
We quickly jumped at the opportunity, particularly because 
they also suggested varying the route to take in the Erabena 
and Knolls tracks, as well as the WAA Line. 
 

The WAA Line proved the most interesting.  Drift sand at 
the top of the dunes often meant a right-hand turn at the crest 
to regain the track proper.  But not always to the right.  With 
sharp crests, it was not always possible to see exactly where 
to go as one's 4WD "flopped" over the top.  Exciting stuff!!! 
 

Forty kilometres before reaching Poeppel Corner (at the 
meeting of the Queensland, South Australia and Northern 
Territory borders), we were forced onto the French Line.  
With hundreds of travellers passing over this route this year, 
the track was deeply rutted, heavily scalloped in places and 
had deep, soft sand near the crests.  But with occasional 
double runs or use of winches or snatch straps, we got all 
four vehicles safely over. 
 

After leaving the National Park section of the route, we were 
about halfway between the Park boundary and Eyre Creek 
and had just climbed to the summit of a large, red dune.  
Everyone stopped and stared in amazement – in front of us, 
the inter-dune valley was a lush, emerald green in contrast to 
the red dunes.  We were looking at the first of the flood plain 
areas of Eyre Creek and, remembering the floods that 
brought water to Lake Eyre earlier in the year, decided that 
this valley (and more to the east) had received their fair share 

of the same 
deluge. 
 

A rest day at Eyre 
Creek and we 
were ready to 
tackle BIG RED, 
the last and 
highest dune (at 
45 metres) of the 

crossing.  Even though we needed a pull or two at the top, 
we did get UP.  The drive DOWN was almost an anti-
climax! 



 

Our last night together was spent at Birdsville where, in the euphoria that follows adventures like this, 
we all felt we could easily go back and do it all again.  But unfortunately, time was not on everyone's 
side. 
 

Farewelling the others, we drove north from Birdsville to the small town of Boulia, and it was on this 
stretch we experienced a record – for winter – temperature of 38 degrees.  It was sure hot!  From 
Boulia we headed back down to Alice on the Donohue, Plenty and Stuart Highways, although why they 
call the Plenty a highway entirely escapes us.  Maybe it's because it has plenty of corrugations and 
plenty of bull-dust! 
 

We've now left Alice's record-breaking 35 degrees and are currently sitting in Burra (SA) in a freezing 
10 degrees.  So even the temperatures have their UPS and DOWNS! 
 

We're now on our way to Melbourne prior to flying home in mid-September, so this will be our last 
newsletter for several months. 
 

Till we see you at a show or the micro mineral symposium - happy rockhounding. 
 

Ron and Sara 
 
ED Thanks for the fossicking adventures from West Island.  When our rockhounding days wane over 
winter it is good to see club members carrying the torch for us. 
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Club Diary  
September 2009 
 2 Micro Mineral Meeting 
 10 General Meeting 
 12 Weka Pass Fossils F/T 
 17 Committee Meeting 
 26 Geobusters Meeting 
October 2009 
 1-4 Blenheim National Show 
 7 Micro Mineral Meeting 
 8 General Meeting 
 15 Committee Meeting 
 17 Conway River F/T 
23-27 Micro Mineral Symposium 
 31 Geobusters Meeting  
November 2009 
 4 Micro Mineral Meeting 
 7 Club Show/Open Day 
 12 General Meeting 
13-15 Show weekend Westcoast F/T 
 19 Committee Meeting 
 28 Geobusters Meeting 
December 2009 
 5 Garage Sale & Christmas  
  Break up BBQ 
Many of these dates are tentative and are subject to planning and permission considerations.  

 
 
 


